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EDITORIAL NOTE 

This volume represents concerted calls within and outside Africa on the need for 

multidisciplinary collaboration and research output. Specifically, papers were drawn from all 

disciplines and research focuses, which has further increased the quality of research and collegial 
engagement. Hence, topics covered in this volume cut across the areas of economics, politics, 

security, ICT, indigenous knowledge, development studies, finance, trade, youth engagement, 

agriculture, democratization, and nation-building, among others. 

For instance, Thizwilondi Josephine Mudau in African Youths and the Promotion of 

Sustainable Development through the Lens of Indigenous Knowledge (IKS) in the 21st 

Century employed qualitative desktop research methodology in synthesizing existing literature 

to argue that IKS represents a dynamic body of wisdom encompassing sustainable agriculture, 
natural resource management, and community resilience and offers proven, contextually 

grounded solutions to modern challenges like climate change and food insecurity. The analysis 

highlights youth-led initiatives across the continent that are revitalizing indigenous crops, 

integrating traditional ecological knowledge with climate adaptation strategies, and using digital 
platforms for cultural preservation. Mudau concluded that for Africa to achieve authentic and 

sustainable development, a concerted effort is needed to empower youth through inclusive 

education, supportive policy frameworks, and intergenerational dialogue, thereby transforming 

indigenous knowledge from a cultural heritage into a living toolkit for a resilient future. 

Masila Joshua Masipa in Beneficiaries of Corruption? An analysis of the function of South 

African banks in handling and making money from crime proceeds adopted institutional theory 

and the political economy of corruption and a qualitative research design that combines semi-

structured interviews with compliance officers, financial regulators, and civil society actors with 
document analysis of Zondo Commission and Financial Intelligence Centre (FIC) reports, legal 

statutes, and policy papers in examining how, in spite of strict anti-money-laundering (AML) and 

anti-corruption laws, South African banks may profit from, handle, or ineffectively stop the flow 
of monies associated with corruption. Specifically, with an emphasis on whether banks directly 

or indirectly benefit from the proceeds of crime, Masipa investigated the relationship between 

financial institutions and illegal financial flows within the following objectives: (1) assess the 
regulatory framework that oversees AML compliance; (2) examine high-profile cases of 

corruption in which banks are implicated; (3) evaluate due diligence and institutional 

accountability; and (4) suggest changes to improve ethical banking governance. 

Then Sipho Patrick Bhengu-Mancosa & Andrisha Beharry-Ramraj in Advancing Small, 

Medium, and Micro Enterprise Growth through Digitalized Enterprise and Supplier 
Development in South Africa examined the current state of Enterprise and Supplier 

Development (ESD) in South Africa, investigated the role of digitalization in enhancing ESD, 

identified the challenges and opportunities in digitalizing ESD, and provided recommendations 
for policymakers, corporates, and Small, Medium, and Micro Enterprises (SMMEs). A 

qualitative secondary data approach was employed, drawing on thematic analysis of existing 

literature, reports, and industry initiatives. For key findings, Bhengu-Mancosa & Beharry-

Ramraj indicated that ESD adoption remains limited; digitalization (Mancosa) significantly 
enhances market access and supplier diversity; infrastructure and skills gaps persist; and strategic 

digital integration can unlock growth opportunities for SMMEs. 
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Lere Amusan & Ebenezer O. Oni, in their study, Disinvestment of Multinational 

Corporations (MNCs) in Developing Areas: An Assessment of Shoprite Disengagement in 
Nigeria, started by reflecting on why, at the global level, many MNCs have started to disengage 

from their host states. In a bid to respond to the possible reasons, Amusan & Oni pushed further 

into examining possible reasons that could explain why Shoprite, a large South African retailing 

company, disinvested from Nigeria after operating in the country for about 15 
years, using secondary sources supported by primary data and personal observations. For them, 

the reasons range from political, economic, marketing, and legal to civil society attitudes towards 

their business. Employing the twin theories of neoliberalism and oligopoly that facilitate 
globalization, Amusan & Oni concluded that, aside from losing litigation to its erstwhile Nigerian 

business partners, competition from domestic and foreign retail companies contributed in no 

small measure to why Shoprite exited the Nigerian market. 

 In A sober teacher is a problem”: Unpacking Political Ideology and Emancipatory Struggles 

Within teacher unionism, Zwane Thembinkosi Trevor & Matsepe David adopted the grounded 

postcolonial theory in examining how teacher unions embody and deploy political stances and 

ideologies to promote the emancipation and freedom of education, as well as the broader 

communities they aim to serve.  Clearly, Trevor and Matsepe employed a qualitative 
interpretivist approach to analyze data from narrative interviews with unionized educators, along 

with further examination of public union discussions. Key findings of their research indicated 

four interrelated themes: (1) political consciousness as both a threat to order and a driver of 
democratic emancipation; (2) teacher unions functioning as a counter-hegemonic force 

challenging neoliberal geopolitics and political norms; (3) the ideological repositioning of teacher 

unions as intellectual activists rather than compliant officials; and (4) tensions between political 

agency and professional identity.  

Douglas Nyath in Rural Youth and the Future of Farming in Sub-Saharan Africa: Revisiting 

the Abandonment Debate explored whether rural youth are truly abandoning agriculture or are 

instead redefining their involvement through diversified livelihood strategies. It examines the 

socio-economic, institutional, and cultural factors influencing youth decisions and analyzes how 
emerging hybrid forms of engagement—such as agripreneurship and part-time farming—are 

reshaping rural economies. A systematic desktop synthesis of peer-reviewed literature (2000–

2025) was conducted using databases like Google Scholar, Scopus, and Web of Science. Nyaath 
observed that youth disengagement from agriculture is not uniform but context-specific, and 

the key determinants to such disengagement include land scarcity, education, labor market 

structures, gender norms, and limited access to finance and technology. 

Then, in Equal Ideals, Unequal Realities: Gender Dynamics in the Workplace of an 

International Religious Non-governmental Organisation in Eswatini, Thembumenzi Jomo 

Ntshalintshali & Innocent Simphiwe Nojiyeza examined attitudes, experiences, and 

organizational practices regarding gender roles, power dynamics, and inclusivity by drawing on 

in-depth interviews and focus groups with 20 employees from a range of departments and 
hierarchical levels. The results of their findings show that male participants, who were primarily 

ideologically devoted to gender equality, showed conflicted feelings about shifting power 

dynamics. Unconscious bias, policy implementation gaps, and organizational culture were 

equally identified as the primary obstacles to change. The results emphasize that in order to 
guarantee changes in gender equality, context-specific solutions are required that go beyond the 

adoption of policies. 
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In Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Environmental Conservation Ngugi’s Petals of 

Blood, Thabo Prince Zondo started by reflecting on members of the impoverished and socio-
economically disadvantaged community who are distressed by incessant drought and who consult 

a seer and offer sacrifices to seek solutions. Using this as a point of departure, 

Zondo explored how text gestures and Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) address the real 

dilemmas faced by Africans following the extensive and cross-generational crises that 
accompany coloniality. In this, Zondo provided an ecocritical reading of the text, drawing on 

relevant postcolonial/decolonial ideas to illustrate the ways in which indigenous African 

epistemologies can indeed boost efforts at environmental conservation and poverty alleviation in 

rural communities today.  

Also, Rendani Tshifhumul in Exploring the Role of African Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

in Healing Practices and Resilience During the COVID-19 pandemic in Thohoyandou, 

presented a narrative inquiry into the experiences of individuals who survived COVID-19 

without requiring hospitalization, based on in-depth interviews with three respondents. For 
Tshifhumul, among the identified practices were the inhalation of steam treated with stones and 

salt, as well as the application of various herbal concoctions, including Tshiumbeumbe, Musese, 

Mufula Musudzungwane, Miora, and Mubomo, guava leaves, and lemon grass tea, including a 
mixture that comprises onion, ginger, lemon, honey, and garlic. Therefore, Tshifhumul concludes 

that these findings not only shed light on the adaptive strategies employed by individuals in 

response to the pandemic but also underscore the significance of traditional healing practices in 
the context of contemporary health crises. Khulisile Judith Nkuna & Sikhumbuzo Sibuso 

Khoza, in their work, Capturing Cultural Heritage: Exploring the Poetic Elements of 

Domesticated Animal Praise, carried out an analytical analysis of the lyrical components found 

in the praises of Siswati domestic animals. Nkuna & Khoza observed that expressing gratitude to 
animals for their contributions to human life remains a significant goal of animal 

praise. Reflecting on case studies, they noted that the Nguni people view domestic animals as 

very close environmental companions, particularly for those who live in rural areas. Praise 
poetry's primary goal is to commemorate great men's accomplishments. However, the reverse is 

the case for the Swati people, who have a tradition of honoring non-human animals in their 

poetry, including the wild animals they encounter in their environs as well as the domestic 

livestock they raise. 

 Intaher M. Ambe, Ellsworth C. Jonathan, Phathutshedzo D. Lavhelani,* and David H. Selby, in 
their study,  Exploring the landscape of demand management practices in the public 

health sector in the Gauteng Province, South Africa: An Empirical Analysis, employed 

secondary sources in determining what demand management practices are employed within 
Gauteng, South Africa, and public health sector institutions. Findings in their study revealed 

substantial obstacles in organizational structure, demand management techniques, budget, and 

alignment between demand planning and strategic goals, as well as supply chain management 
(SCM) rules, regulations, and specifications. They conclude that the paucity of demand 

management implementation in public sector organizations reveals a misalignment between 

strategic goals, demand management, and demand planning, resulting in a loss of value for public 

sector organizations.  

Aderinsola E. Kayode, Shalini Sing, & Patricia P. Badenhorst's research, ICT for 

Indigenous Knowledge Dissemination and Education in Africa: A Systematic 

Review, conducted a systematic review of literature published between 2015 and 2025 to 
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examine how ICT tools and platforms have been deployed to support indigenous knowledge 

dissemination and education in African contexts. The findings of their research indicated that 
ICT can enhance indigenous knowledge preservation, improve youth engagement, facilitate 

intergenerational learning, and broaden global visibility of African knowledge systems when 

implemented with community participation. However, challenges remain regarding digital 

access, cultural sensitivity, intellectual property rights, and the sustainability of technology-

driven initiatives. 

In Donald Trump-Twitter Diplomatic Disruptions And Impact On The Post-World War 

II International Order., Ndivhoniswani Aaron Tshidzumba & Puseletso Nthate examine how 

President Donald Trump's unprecedented use of Twitter as a direct channel for foreign policy 

communication disrupted established diplomatic norms inherited from the post-World War II 

international order. Through content analysis of Trump's social media communications, 
examination of foreign policy outcomes, and comparative analysis with traditional diplomatic 

practices, Tshidzumba & Nthate demonstrated that Trump's social media presidency constituted 

a significant departure from institutional diplomacy and contributed to broader challenges facing 
the established international order. Further findings reveal that digital direct engagement by heads 

of state bypasses institutional constraints, undermines multilateral consensus-building, and 

creates new vulnerabilities in international relations.  

Furthermore, in Determinants And Effect Of Small-Scale Livestock Production On Household 

Income In Malawi: Evidence From Fifth Integrated Household Survey, Gladson Andrew 

Chipala, Christopher Chombo & Hannah Dunga examined the determinants and effects of 

small-scale livestock production on household income among farmers in Malawi, using cross-

sectional data from the Fifth Integrated Household Survey (IHS5) with a sample of 8,795 
households. Their key findings indicate that household size, access to credit, access to extension 

services, landholding size, distance to the market, and location in the Northern region 

significantly increase the likelihood of participation in livestock production. Notably, households 

engaged in livestock production earned, on average, an additional MWK 36,405.76 compared to 

non-producing households, demonstrating its important role in improving economic welfare. 

In Navigating Artificial Intelligence Personalization and Consumer Privacy in Digital 

Marketing across South Africa and Global Contexts, Suraksha Moothura and Andrisha 

Beharry-Ramraj critically examined how AI-driven hyper-personalization in digital marketing 
influences consumer privacy, with a specific focus on its ethical implications and regulatory 

challenges in South Africa in comparison to global standards using desktop literature review 

methodology. Moothura & Beharry—Ramraj observed that ethical concerns such as 

manipulation, algorithmic bias, and reduced consumer autonomy were found to be inadequately 
addressed in South Africa, where legal instruments like POPIA lack the specificity and 

enforcement capacity evident in global standards like the GDPR. Taleat, Bisiriyu Abiodun & 

Lukamba, Muhlya Tshombe’s article, Energy Sustainability and Sustainable Development 

Agenda: The Role of Public-Private Partnership in South Africa, investigated the role and 

effectiveness of Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) in South Africa's energy development 

towards sustainability using a qualitative desk research methodology to analyze secondary data 
from policy documents, scholarly literature, and government publications. For Abiodun & 

Tshombe, key findings demonstrate that PPPs have attracted a substantial amount of private 

investment and benefited the economy through job creation and community development. 

However, institutional and systemic barriers, e.g., Eskom monopoly, regulatory uncertainty, grid 
integration constraints, and institutionalized dependency on coal, impede the full implementation 

of PPPs in accelerating the energy transformation. Hence, they recommend policy stability, 
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energy regulation reform, enhancing financial methods, and ensuring that social equity 

consideration is factored into PPP structures.  

 For Olukayode Idris Lasisi in The Governance–Development Nexus in Nigeria: A Conceptual 

Synthesis of Good Governance and Policy Discourse Theories, a qualitative, conceptual, and 

desk-based review approach was employed, relying on the literature, policy documents, and 

theoretical frameworks in reevaluating the governance development interface in Nigeria in terms 

of the role of institutional weaknesses, the inconsistency of policies, and discursive framing in 
the determination of sustainable development outcomes. Findings revealed that weak institutions, 

corruption, bureaucratic inefficiencies, low accountability, and marginalization in policymaking 

processes bedeviled Nigeria’s sustainable development, thereby distorting policy implementation 
and weakening effective service delivery. Lasisi concludes by calling for the need to strengthen 

institutions, improve transparency, guarantee policy sustainability, encourage civic participation, 

and apply digital governance solutions, which is essential to attaining sustainable development.  

Eyitayo Francis Adanlawo & Mpho Chaka in The Effect of Ethnicity And Politics on the 

Democratization of African Nations examined the theoretical challenge that ethnicity poses to 
the African state and the challenges it poses for democratization on the continent. To guide the 

discourse, critical questions are raised: What kind of connection exists in Africa between politics 

and ethnicity? Under what conditions may ethnicity either support or undermine democracy? Can 
citizenship rights be reconciled with ethnicity? . Furthermore, Adanlawo & Chaka explored the 

evolution of ethnicity from the viewpoints of development communication and provided it with 

a psycho-social meaning. In their conclusion, Adalanwo & Chaka posited that, if ethnicity has an 
informative component, we should anticipate that voters' reliance on ethnic cues will decrease 

when certain forms of higher-quality information become available. 

Lindokuhle Senamile Ntuli & Innocent Simphiwe Nojiyeza in Does Resource Scarcity 

Constrain Rural Women’s Entrepreneurial Performance in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa?, 

examined whether resource scarcity significantly constrains the entrepreneurial performance of 
rural women in KwaZulu-Natal (KZN), South Africa. Anchored in the Resource-Based View 

(RBV), the study adopts a quantitative research design using survey data collected from 273 rural 

women entrepreneurs across uMhlabuyalingana, Big5Hlabisa, and eJozini municipalities. 
Ntuli & Nojiyeza revealed statistically significant relationships between entrepreneurial 

performance and seven resource-based constraints: leadership skills, financial institutional 

barriers, entrepreneurial experience, regulatory constraints, access to financial resources, 

technological limitations, and limited training opportunities. Lastly, in Transformative 

Governance Frontiers: Relational Public Administration for Smart City Inclusivity, Melvin 

Diedericks examined the conceptualization of informal systems in the context of South African 

smart city initiatives. By repositioning informal systems as co-creators in urban governance, this 
study advocates for a paradigm shift from technocratic optimization to relational inclusion. This 

reframing aligns with South Africa's constitutional and developmental goals, enabling 

transformative governance and the effective localization of SDGs in sustainable cities. 

It is expected that these works compiled in this volume will further enrich the discourse and 

provide policy options to individuals, governments, and countries, particularly in Africa.  

Nicholas Idris ERAMEH, PhD 

Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA), 

Lagos State, Nigeria. 
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THROUGH THE LENS OF INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
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Abstract 

This study explores the critical role of African youth in bridging indigenous knowledge systems 

(IKS) with contemporary sustainable development goals. Despite its potential to address 

challenges like climate change and food insecurity, IKS transmission faces threats from 

globalization and marginalization. While policy frameworks increasingly acknowledge youth 
and IKS, they often remain fragmented and underfunded. Using a qualitative desktop 

methodology, this study finds that African youth are pivotal agents of change, leveraging 

technological fluency to revitalize indigenous crops, integrate traditional knowledge into climate 
adaptation, and preserve culture through digital platforms. However, this potential is hampered 

by policy gaps; unlike Rwanda's integrated approach linking indigenous practices to national 

goals, many strategies lack implementation mechanisms and grant youth only symbolic 

participation. The study concludes that achieving sustainable development requires empowering 
youth through inclusive education, supportive policy frameworks, and structured 

intergenerational dialogue, transforming indigenous knowledge from heritage into a living 

toolkit for a resilient future. 

Keywords: Indigenous Knowledge, African Youth, Sustainable Development, Policy 

Frameworks, Climate Adaptation, Intergenerational Dialogue                                   
 

Introduction 

Somewhere in a small African village, an 

old farmer studies the sky at dawn. He 

doesn't own a smartphone, and there's no 
weather forecast on the radio, yet he knows 

the rain will come in a week. His knowledge 

is not guesswork; it is the result of wisdom 
passed down through generations, watching 

the winds, the clouds, and the behavior of 

birds. This is indigenous knowledge, a 
living library of skills, traditions, and 

insights that have kept communities alive 

for centuries. 

 
For a very long time, such knowledge was 

the backbone of African livelihood. It 

shaped how people farmed, healed, resolved 

disputes, and cared for the land. But after 

colonialism and the spread of Western 

models of development, many of these 

practices were dismissed as outdated or 
unscientific (Hoppers & Richards, 2022). 

Over time, some were abandoned, replaced 

by systems that often did not fit local 
realities. 

Now, as the world faces climate change, 

food shortages, and the loss of cultural 
identities, many are coming to the 

realization that the answers we seek may 

have been with us all along. Indigenous 

knowledge offers principles of balance, 
cooperation, and resilience that are urgently 

needed in today's world. African youths are 

in a unique position to carry this forward. 

https://doi.org/10.69778/2710-0073/2026/7.1/a1
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They understand the tools of the modern 

age, technology, innovation, and global 
networks, but they also have access to the 

wisdom of their elders. If they can weave 

these two strands together, they can create a 

future where development is sustainable, 
authentic, and deeply connected to Africa's 

roots.  

African youths stand at a unique and 
powerful crossroads in this narrative. They 

are the inheritors of both worlds. They are 

digitally native, fluent in the tools of the 
modern age technology, social media, data 

science, and global innovation networks. 

Simultaneously, many have living ties to the 

wisdom of their elders, the repositories of 
indigenous knowledge. If they can 

intentionally and respectfully weave these 

two strands together using modern tools to 
document, validate, and scale ancestral 

wisdom they can forge a new path. This path 

leads to a future where development is not 
an imported blueprint, but an authentic, 

homegrown process, deeply connected to 

Africa's diverse roots and capable of 

addressing its unique challenges on its own 
terms. 

Despite the growing global recognition of 

the value of indigenous knowledge (IK) in 
addressing contemporary challenges, it 

remains largely marginalized in formal 

policy, education curricula, and mainstream 

development practice across Africa. This 
marginalization has led to a critical gap: the 

systematic erosion of a vital knowledge base 

that could enhance food security, build 
climate resilience, and strengthen cultural 

identity. Furthermore, a generational 

disconnect threatens to sever the 
transmission of this knowledge from elders 

to the youth, who are increasingly immersed 

in globalized, technology-driven cultures. 

The potential for a symbiotic relationship, 
where modern innovation and ancestral 

wisdom are integrated to create sustainable, 

locally-grounded solutions, remains largely 
unexplored and untapped. Therefore, this 

study seeks to investigate the barriers to the 

intergenerational transmission and practical 

application of indigenous knowledge in 

Africa, and to explore the role that African 
youth can play in bridging this gap to foster 

sustainable community development. 

This paper aims to explore how African 

youths can promote sustainable 

development by utilizing indigenous 
knowledge in the 21st century. It seeks to 

show why indigenous knowledge remains 

relevant today, how it can be adapted to 
address modern challenges, and the vital 

role young people play in this effort. By 

examining real-life examples, current 
research, and practical strategies, the essay 

will illustrate that combining traditional 

wisdom with modern innovation provides 

Africa with a distinctive pathway toward 
sustainable growth. 

Importance of Indigenous Knowledge in 

Africa 

Indigenous knowledge is more than a 

collection of old traditions; it is the memory 

and survival manual of African 

communities. It is knowledge born from the 
land, tested over centuries, and adapted to 

suit local realities. In Africa, this knowledge 

has shaped how people farm, fish, heal, 
build homes, manage water, and protect the 

environment. It is not only stored in books 

or official records but lives in the daily 
practices, stories, and wisdom shared by 

elders and community leaders (Nyong et al. 

2020) 

One of its greatest strengths is its 
adaptability. African farmers, for example, 

have long relied on traditional crop rotation 

and intercropping to maintain soil fertility 
and reduce pests without relying on costly 

chemicals. In Ethiopia, indigenous terracing 

systems in the Konso highlands have been 
recognized by UNESCO as a sustainable 

way to prevent soil erosion and boost food 

production (Worku & Zewdie, 2018).  In 

Sahel, water harvesting techniques such as 
Zai pits and stone bunds revived in Burkina 

Faso and Niger have turned degraded land 
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into fertile fields, improving crop yields and 

food security (Kabore & Reji, 2016). 

In health care, herbal medicine guided by 

generations of observation and trial remains 

the primary source of treatment for an 

estimated 80% of Africans, according to the 
World Health Organization (WHO, 2019). 

For instance, the use of Artemisia annua, a 

plant used in traditional malaria treatment in 
East Africa, informed the development of 

modern anti-malaria drugs. 

Indigenous knowledge is also a powerful 
tool for environmental sustainability. 

Communities living close to forests, rivers, 

and grasslands often have cultural rules and 

taboos that protect these ecosystems from 
overuse. In Ghana, the sacred groves system 

has preserved patches of biodiversity-rich 

forest for centuries (Yeboah et al., 2017). 
Similarly, in Kenya's coastal communities, 

traditional fishing restrictions during 

breeding seasons have helped maintain fish 
populations without formal enforcement. 

Culturally, indigenous knowledge 

strengthens identity. It connects people to 

their heritage, teaching values such as 
respect for nature, community solidarity, 

and responsibility to future generations. In 

an age where African societies are under 
intense pressure from globalization and 

cultural homogenization, protecting and 

applying their knowledge is also a way of 

protecting African identity itself (Mkapa, 
2019).,  

In the face of today's challenges, climate 

change, food insecurity, unemployment, and 
cultural erosion, indigenous knowledge is 

not a relic of the past. It is a resource for the 

future. Its relevance lies in its practicality, 
low cost, and deep connections to the 

realities of local communities. For Africa, 

combining this traditional wisdom 

technology offers a development pathway 
that is not only sustainable but also 

authentically African. 

Overview of the Role of Youth in 

Sustainable Development 

Youths are not just leaders of tomorrow; 

they are active drivers of change today. 

Across Africa, young people make up a 

significant share of the population, bringing 
with them creativity, energy, and a 

willingness to challenge old ways of 

thinking. In the context of sustainable 
development, their roles go beyond simply 

participating in projects; they have the 

potential to shape the very direction of 
development policies and practices 

The United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) recognize 

young people as key partners in building a 
fairer, greener, and more inclusive world 

(Ismail et al., 2022). Whether it is through 

entrepreneurship, advocacy, community, 
projects, or technological innovation, youth 

contribute fresh ideas and practical 

solutions to issues such as poverty 
reduction, climate action, education, and 

gender equality. Their position in society 

allows them to bridge traditional knowledge 

from elders with modern skills, making 
them uniquely equipped to adapt solutions 

to local realities (Orsini, 2022; Borojevic et 

al., 2023).  

In Africa, where unemployment, 

environmental degradation, and inequality 

remain major challenges, youth engagement 

in sustainable development is not optional; 
it is important. When given the right tools, 

training, and opportunities, young people 

can lead initiatives that improve livelihoods 
while protecting the environment (Ismail et 

al., 2022). From creating sustainable 

businesses that use local resources 
responsibly to promoting environmental 

awareness in schools, youth actions can 

produce lasting impacts at both the 

community and national levels (Orsini, 
2022). However, to fully realize their 

potential, structural barriers such as limited 

access to education, funding, and decision-
making spaces must be addressed. Investing 

in youth is not merely a gesture of support; 



African And Global Issues Quarterly (AGIQ) ISSN: 2709-8478 (PRINT) ISSN: 2710-0073 (ONLINE) 

AGIQ Vol. 7(1) April 2026  

https://journals.glotanjournals.com/index.php/AGIQ/index 

12 
 

it is an investment in Africa's sustainable 

future. 

 

 

Understanding Indigenous Knowledge in 

Africa 

Indigenous knowledge refers to the unique, 

localized systems of understanding, skill, 

and practice that communities develop over 
generations based on direct experience with 

their natural environment, social structures, 

and cultural traditions (Blose & Gumbo, 
2024; Mkhize & Ndimande-Hlongwa, 

2014). It is knowledge rooted in the 

everyday lives of people, reflecting their 

history, language, and worldview. Unlike 
formal scientific knowledge, which is often 

written down, standardized, and detached 

from a specific culture, indigenous 
knowledge is usually transmitted orally 

through storytelling, rituals, songs, 

proverbs, apprenticeship, and practical 
demonstration. It is adaptive, dynamic, and 

deeply connected to the identity of a people 

(Tondi, 2019). 

In Africa, indigenous knowledge forms the 
foundation of how communities interact 

with their environment and with each other. 

It includes everything from how crops are 
cultivated, to how disputes are resolved, and 

how health is maintained using traditional 

remedies (Hoopers, 2020). For example, the 

Maasai people of Kenya and Tanzania have 
relied for centuries on their detailed 

understanding of cattle breeding and 

seasonal grazing patterns to sustain their 
pastoral way of life. Similarly, the Igbo of 

Nigeria have sophisticated systems of 

community governance rooted in 
consensus, age-grade organizations, and the 

wisdom of elders.  

Indigenous knowledge in Africa can be 

categorized into several broad types, 
although these often overlap in practice. 

Ecological knowledge includes how 

communities manage natural resources, 

predict weather patterns, and conserve 
biodiversity (Ajani & Olanrewaju, 2019). 

For example, many rural farmers in the 

Sahel can forecast rainfall based on wind 

direction, insect behavior, and the 
appearance of certain trees, which is 

invaluable in a region facing climate 

uncertainty. Agricultural knowledge 
encompasses indigenous farming methods, 

soil management, crop rotation, and seed 

preservation (Mapara, 2021). In Ethiopia, 
farmers have conserved dozens of local crop 

varieties that are more drought-resistant 

than imported hybrids, thereby protecting 

food security in harsh climates. Cultural 
knowledge involves beliefs, customs, 

languages, and oral histories that preserve 

identity and social cohesion. African 
drumming patterns, for instance, are not just 

music; they carry messages, teach moral 

lessons, and mark life’s milestones (Chanza 
& De Wit, 2016).  

 The historical context of indigenous 

knowledge in Africa is as rich as it is 

complex. Its roots stretch back thousands of 
years to ancient civilizations, where 

intricate systems of agriculture, 

architecture, medicine, and governance 
were developed (Hoopers & Richard, 2022). 

Ancient Egypt pioneered irrigation systems 

and medical treatment recorded on papyri, 

while Great Zimbabwe's stone cities reveal 
advanced engineering. In precolonial 

Africa, knowledge was predominantly oral, 

passed from generation to generation in 
everyday practice. Apprenticeship under 

master craftsmen, initiation schools for 

youth, and elders’ councils ensured that 
wisdom was both preserved and adapted to 

suit changing needs (Ojong & Simba. 2019) 

The colonial era brought a deep disruption. 

European powers often dismissed African 
systems as primitive and replaced them with 

Western education, religion, and 

governance. In many places, children were 
discouraged from speaking their native 

languages or practicing their traditions, 

which weakened the intergenerational 
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transmission of knowledge (Ajani & 

Olanrewaju, 2019). Yet despite suppression, 
many practices endured. Traditional healers 

continued to use herbal remedies, farmers 

retained local planting calendars, and 

communities preserved rituals in the privacy 
of family and village life.  

After independence, many African states 

initially focused on adopting foreign models 
of development, sidelining indigenous 

approaches in favor of imported agricultural 

systems, industrial strategies, and Western 
medicine. Over time, however, the 

shortcomings of these imported systems, 

especially in rural and resource-scarce 

areas, became apparent. This led to a 
gradual re-acknowledgment of the value of 

indigenous knowledge, not as an outdated 

relic, but as a living, evolving body of 
wisdom capable of complementing modern 

science (Hoopes, 2020). Today, 

governments, NGO, and academic 
institutions increasingly explore ways to 

integrate indigenous practices with modern 

innovations, from using local building 

techniques in sustainable housing projects 
to including traditional weather forecasting 

in climate adaptation planning. 

The importance of preserving indigenous 
systems cannot be overstated. First, they are 

an important part of Africa's cultural 

heritage and identity. Languages, proverbs, 

and oral histories connect present 
generations to their ancestors and provide a 

sense of belonging (Mkhize & Ndimande-

Hlongwa, 2014). Losing these traditions 
would mean losing an irreplaceable part of 

history. Second, indigenous knowledge 

offers practical solutions to modern 
challenges. In agriculture, local crop 

varieties and soil management techniques 

are often more resilient to climate change 

than imported methods (Osei-Tutu & Afful-
Arthur, 2018). In healthcare, traditional 

medicinal plants can provide affordable 

treatments where modern pharmaceuticals 
are unavailable. In environmental 

conservation, indigenous practices like 

sacred groves, seasonal fishing bans, or 

rotational grazing promote diversity without 

the need for costly interventions 

Moreover, preserving indigenous 

knowledge also strengthens self-reliance by 

enabling communities to draw on local 

solutions instead of depending entirely on 
external models. It builds pride in African 

identity, reinforces cultural continuity, and 

ensures that development strategies remain 
rooted in realities that people understand 

and trust. Without this preservation, much of 

Africa's unique heritage would be lost, 
along with sustainable methods that have 

supported survival for generations 

Indigenous knowledge is not simply a relic 

of the past but an important resource for 
Africa's future. By defining it, exploring its 

types, understanding its historical journey, 

and recognizing its importance, it becomes 
clear that this knowledge system is 

inseparable from sustainable development. 

Safeguarding it ensures that African 
societies remain resilient, innovative, and 

grounded in their cultural foundations while 

facing modern challenges. 

The Demographic Dividend of African 

youth 

Africa is often described as the world's 

youngest continent, and this is more than a 
demographic fact; it is a defining feature of 

its future. Over 60 percent of Africa's 

population is under the age of 25 (United 

Nations, 2022). Unlike aging regions such 
as Europe and Asia, Africa's greatest 

resource is its youth. This youth bulge can 

be a powerful engine for development if 
harnessed effectively, but it also carries 

risks if ignored. The demographic dividend 

highlights the continent's unique 
opportunity to turn population growth into 

economic and social transformation 

(Akinwale, 2020). 

Despite their potential, African youths face 
significant challenges. Unemployment is 

the most urgent issue. The African 

Development Bank's 2021 estimate shows 
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that 12 million young people enter the labor 

market each year, but only 3 million formal 
jobs are created. This gap pushes many into 

informal work, where earnings are unstable, 

and opportunities for advancement are 

limited (Nhemachena et al., 2018). 
Education, another critical area, is also 

uneven. Although enrollment rates have 

improved, the quality often lags, leaving 
many young people without the skills 

needed for today's economy (Ajani & 

Olanrewaju, 2019). 

In addition, system barriers such as limited 

political participation, gender inequality, 

and restricted access to healthcare further 

hinder youth development. Young women, 
in particular, face early marriage, cultural 

expectations, and reduced access to 

resources, which limit their ability to 
contribute fully to national progress. These 

realities threaten to overshadow the 

potential of Africa's youthful population if 
not addressed urgently (Akinwale, 2020). 

Yet the resilience and creativity of African 

youth cannot be overstated. Across the 

continent, young people are not simply 
waiting for opportunities; they are creating 

them. They are leading innovations in 

technology, agriculture, entrepreneurship, 
and climate action (UNECA, 2020). In 

Nigeria, youth-led tech hubs are redefining 

possibilities in education and healthcare. In 

Kenya, young innovators pioneered mobile-
based financial services that transformed 

how communities access banking. These 

examples show how youth energy is 
reshaping African economies and societies 

(Ojong & Simba, 2019). 

What makes these initiatives even more 
significant is their connection to indigenous 

knowledge. Rather than abandoning 

tradition, many young Africans are 

reinterpreting it for the modern world. In 
Ghana, youth cooperatives promote organic 

farming methods rooted in indigenous soil 

management practices, addressing food 
security while protecting the environment 

(Osei-Tutu & Afful-Arthur, 2018). In South 

Africa, young entrepreneurs are reviving 

herbal medicine traditions, blending cultural 
wisdom with a modern business model. In 

Kenya, youth-led conservation groups 

integrate traditional land stewardship 

practices into climate advocacy, ensuring 
development goes hand in hand with 

sustainability (Chanza & De Wit, 2016). 

These cases illustrate how indigenous 
knowledge, often dismissed as outdated, 

remains highly relevant. When revitalized 

by young people, it becomes a source of 
innovation, resilience, and identity (Mapara, 

2021; Tondi, 2019). It also highlights the 

importance of grounding development in 

Africa's cultural heritage rather than relying 
solely on imported models (Nyamnjoh, 

2017). 

To unlock the demographic dividend, 
deliberate investment in young people is 

essential. This includes improving 

education, aligning skills with labor market 
needs, expanding access to technology, and 

creating platforms for youth participation in 

governance (Borojević et al., 2023; Ismail et 

al., 2022). Just as importantly, indigenous 
knowledge should be integrated into 

development strategies so that Africa's 

future leaders remain both globally 
competitive and culturally rooted (Hoppers, 

2020; Mkhize & Ndimande-Hlongwa, 

2014). 

African youth embody both the continent's 
greatest challenge and its greatest promise. 

Their numbers are unprecedented, and so is 

their potential. By addressing 
unemployment, strengthening education, 

promoting inclusivity, and supporting 

youth-led initiatives, especially those rooted 
in indigenous knowledge, Africa can 

transform its demographic reality into a 

driver of sustainable development. The 

story of Africa's future is ultimately the 
story of its young people (Orsini, 2022). 

The Synergy Between Indigenous 

Knowledge and Sustainable Development 
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Sustainable development is one of the most 

pressing concepts of the 21st century. It 
refers to meeting the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs (World 

Commission on Environment and 
Development, 1987). It emphasizes a 

balance between economic growth, social 

inclusion, and environmental protection. In 
practice, sustainable development involves 

principles such as intergenerational equity, 

responsible resource management, and the 
integration of local communities in 

decision-making processes. These 

principles resonate deeply with many 

indigenous knowledge systems that have 
long prioritized balance, continuity, and 

coexistence with nature (Hoppers & 

Richards, 2022). 

Sustainable development is not a foreign 

idea to African communities. For centuries, 

indigenous practices have embodied the 
very principles that global leaders now 

promote under the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

For example, traditional African farming 
methods emphasize crop diversity, soil 

regeneration, and water conservation—

concepts now echoed in SDG 2, which seeks 
to end hunger and promote sustainable 

agriculture (Blose & Gumbo, 2024). 

Similarly, the indigenous belief in 

communal responsibility aligns with SDG 
10, which emphasizes reduced inequalities 

and inclusive societies. By drawing on 

indigenous knowledge, African countries 
can pursue development models that are not 

only sustainable but also culturally relevant 

and widely accepted at the community level 
(Ajani & Olanrewaju, 2019). 

Indigenous knowledge aligns particularly 

well with environmental dimensions of the 

SDGs. For instance, practices such as 
shifting cultivation, sacred forest 

preservation, and indigenous water 

harvesting techniques embody sustainable 
land and resource management. 

Communities in the Konso region, 

recognized by UNESCO for their terraced 

landscapes, have used traditional farming 

systems for centuries to prevent soil erosion 
and manage scarce water resources. Such 

practices directly advance SDG15, which 

focuses on life on land, and SDG13, which 

addresses climate action. Unlike some 
modern industrial methods that deplete 

natural resources, these indigenous systems 

thrive on ecological balance (Chanza & De 
Wit, 2016). 

The social dimension of sustainable 

development also finds a natural partner in 
indigenous knowledge. Many African 

traditions emphasize collective 

responsibility, oral storytelling, and 

knowledge sharing across generations. 
These practices support community 

cohesion and ensure that the values of 

respect, equity, and mutual aid are upheld. 
For example, the practice of Ubuntu in 

southern Africa, which stresses 

interdependence and shared humanity, 
aligns with SDG16 on peace, justice, and 

strong institutions (Mapara, 2021). By 

recognizing the social wisdom embedded in 

indigenous traditions, policymakers can 
strengthen community trust and ensure that 

development strategies are people-centered 

rather than purely market-driven. 

Several case studies illustrate powerful 

synergy between indigenous knowledge and 

sustainability. In Kenya, the Maasai 

people's traditional cattle herding system is 
based on rotational grazing. This practice 

prevents overgrazing, maintains grassland 

ecosystems, and supports biodiversity. 
When combined with modern veterinary 

science, these indigenous methods enhance 

food security while protecting fragile 
ecosystems (Mapara, 2021). Similarly, in 

Nigeria, local farmers in parts of the Niger 

delta have integrated traditional wetland 

farming techniques with modern climate 
adaptation strategies. By doing so, they not 

only sustain agricultural productivity but 

also preserve wetland biodiversity and 
reduce flooding risks (Osei-Tutu & Afful-

Arthur, 2018). 
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Indigenous knowledge is also increasingly 

relevant in climate change adaptation 
strategies. Communities in the Sahel, for 

instance, rely on indigenous forecasting 

methods such as interpreting wind patterns, 

animal behavior, and plant circles to predict 
rainfall. These methods, though often 

undervalued, have proven reliable and are 

now being integrated with meteorological 
data to enhance climate resilience. Such 

hybrid approaches are invaluable in 

advancing SDG13 on climate action; they 
show that sustainability is strongest when 

modern science and indigenous wisdom 

work hand in hand (Chanza & De Wit, 

2016). 

However, these examples highlight the 

value of indigenous knowledge, challenges 

remain. Many African communities face 
cultural erosion as younger generations 

migrate to cities or adopt globalized 

lifestyles. Colonial legacies and modern 
policies often undervalue or even dismiss 

traditional practices, labelling them as 

outdated (Hoppers & Richards, 2022). To 

truly realize the synergy between 
indigenous knowledge and sustainable 

development, governments and 

development agencies must prioritize 
preservation, documentation, and respectful 

integration of these practices. This requires 

policies that protect indigenous intellectual 

property, support traditional practitioners, 
and include communities in planning and 

decision making (Hoppers, 2020; UNECA, 

2020). 

Indigenous knowledge is not a relic of the 

past but a living source with profound 

relevance for Africa's sustainability future. 
Its alignment with the principles of the 

SDGs shows that solutions to global 

challenges can be found within Africa's 

heritage. From ecological management to 
community cohesion and climate resilience, 

indigenous knowledge offers practical, 

culturally grounded pathways to 
sustainability (Tondi, 2019). The task ahead 

is to ensure that these systems are 

recognized, valued, and integrated into 

development strategies. When this happens, 

Africa can build a future that is both modern 
and authentically rooted in its tradition, 

sustainable not just in theory but in practice 

(Nyamnjoh, 2017). 

 

Indigenous knowledge in Agriculture and 

Food Security 

Agriculture is at the heart of African 
livelihood, employing the majority of the 

population and shaping the continent's food 

system. Despite rapid modernization, 
indigenous knowledge continues to play a 

critical role in ensuring food security. 

Rooted in centuries of observation, 

adaptation, and ecological awareness, 
traditional agricultural practices offer 

models of sustainability that remain highly 

relevant in today's era of climate change and 
environmental degradation (Mapara, 2021). 

By preserving and integrating these 

practices, Africa has the potential to build 
resilient food systems that combine the best 

of indigenous wisdom and modern 

innovation. 

Traditional Farming Practices and Their 

Sustainability Benefits 

Indigenous farming practices in Africa are 

based on working with nature rather than 
against it. For example, shifting cultivation, 

intercropping, and agroforestry systems 

have long been used to maintain soil fertility 

and reduce pest infestations (Blose & 
Gumbo, 2024). These practices depend on 

ecological diversity rather than chemical 

inputs, making them environmentally 
sustainable and cost-effective for 

smallholder farmers. 

Agroforestry, which involves planting trees 
alongside crops, provides shade, enriches 

soil with organic matter, and prevents 

erosion. In West Africa, the practice of 

intercropping maize with legumes not only 
improves soil nitrogen but also diversifies 

diets, thereby addressing both ecological 
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and nutritional needs. Similarly, water 

harvesting techniques such as zai pits in 
Burkina Faso—small holes dug into arid 

soils to capture water and concentrate 

organic matter—have successfully 

rehabilitated degraded lands, increased crop 
yields, and improved food security (Osei-

Tutu & Afful-Arthur, 2018). 

 

The role of indigenous crops and 

biodiversity 

An important aspect of indigenous 
knowledge in agriculture is the preservation 

and use of indigenous crops. These crops, 

often labeled as underutilized or forgotten 

by mainstream agricultural policies, are 
highly nutritious, resilient to pests, and 

adapted to local climates (Ajani & 

Olanrewaju, 2019). For example, sorghum, 
millet, and teff thrive in drought-prone areas 

where imported staples like rice or wheat 

often fail. Similarly, indigenous vegetables 
like amaranth, moringa, and African 

nightshade provide essential micronutrients 

and are deeply embedded in African 

culinary traditions. 

Biodiversity conservation is central to 

indigenous farming. Farmers have 

traditionally maintained seed banks, 
exchanged seeds within communities, and 

carefully selected varieties for resilience 

and adaptability. This seed sovereignty 

ensures that communities remain self-
reliant and less dependent on imported 

hybrid or genetically modified seeds. In the 

context of food security, such biodiversity is 
invaluable—it not only safeguards against 

climate risks but also strengthens cultural 

identity by preserving culinary traditions 
(Mapara, 2021). 

Moreover, indigenous knowledge fosters a 

holistic understanding of ecosystems. For 

example, pastoralist communities in East 
Africa use rotational grazing to prevent land 

degradation and ensure water sources 

remain viable. This careful balance between 

human needs and ecological sustainability 

ensures that agricultural practices remain 
productive for generations (Nhemachena et 

al., 2018). 

 

 

Case studies of youth-led agricultural 

initiatives 

African youth are increasingly at the 
forefront of blending indigenous knowledge 

with modern tools to address food security 

(Ojong & Simba, 2019). In Kenya, a group 
of young farmers launched initiatives 

promoting the cultivation of traditional 

vegetables such as spider plant and 

amaranth. By combining indigenous 
knowledge of soil and planting cycles with 

modern marketing strategies, they created 

sustainable agribusiness models that 
support nutrition and income generation 

(Nhemachena et al., 2018). 

In Nigeria, youth-led cooperatives are 
reviving indigenous rice varieties that are 

more resistant to flooding. These initiatives 

integrate community wisdom with scientific 

methods to develop climate-smart 
agriculture (Ojong & Simba, 2019). 

Similarly, in Ethiopia, young entrepreneurs 

have tapped into indigenous irrigation 
techniques, combining them with solar-

powered pumps to maximize water use 

efficiency in drought-prone regions 

(UNECA, 2020). 

Such initiatives highlight the role of the 

youth as bridges between tradition and 

innovation. They recognize that indigenous 
knowledge provides a foundation of 

sustainability while modern technologies 

enhance productivity and market access. By 
revitalizing indigenous practices, young 

people are not only securing their 

livelihoods but also contributing to long-

term food security. 
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Challenges in adopting traditional 

methods in modern contexts 

Despite their benefits, indigenous farming 

methods face significant challenges in 

today's globalized agricultural landscape. 

One major issue is the perception of 
traditional practices as outdated or inferior 

compared to modern technologies. 

Agricultural extension programs and 
government policies often favor 

industrialized farming models, sidelining 

indigenous approaches (Hoppers & 
Richards, 2022; Mkandawire, 2015). 

Land pressure also undermines the 

effectiveness of certain practices like 

shifting cultivation, which requires ample 
space and time for soil regeneration. Rapid 

urbanization, population growth, and land 

privatization have reduced the viability of 
such systems. Furthermore, climate change 

is altering ecosystems in ways that 

sometimes outpace traditional knowledge, 
requiring continuous adaptation (Osei-Tutu 

& Afful-Arthur, 2018). 

Indigenous knowledge in agriculture is not 

only a relic of the past but an important 
resource for Africa's food security and 

sustainability. From traditional farming 

practices that protect the environment to 
indigenous crops that thrive in local 

conditions, these systems embody resilience 

and adaptability. The active involvement of 

youth in reviving and modernizing 
indigenous agriculture demonstrates that 

such knowledge can be dynamic and future-

oriented. However, challenges remain in 
scaling these methods, overcoming societal 

biases, and ensuring intergenerational 

transmission of knowledge. By integrating 
indigenous practices with modern 

innovations, Africa can build food systems 

that are not only productive but also 

sustainable and rooted in its cultural 
heritage. 

Education and awareness raising among 

youths 

Education plays a central role in shaping the 

values, skills and capacities of young 
people. When it comes to the preservation 

and promotion of indigenous knowledge in 

Africa, education becomes not just a tool for 

literacy but also a bridge that connects 
generations and cultures (Ajani & 

Olanrewaju, 2019). Indigenous knowledge 

systems are rooted in the lived experiences 
of African communities, yet they are often 

marginalized within formal schooling 

systems (Mkhize & Ndimande-Hlongwa, 
2014). For these systems to thrive, young 

people must be engaged as both learners and 

transmitters. Education, therefore, is crucial 

in ensuring that indigenous knowledge 
continues to inform sustainable 

development, cultural identity, and 

innovation. 

The importance of education in 

disseminating indigenous knowledge 

Indigenous knowledge is typically passed 
down through oral traditions, 

apprenticeship, and community practices. 

However, the growing dominance of 

Western education has sometimes eroded 
these forms of transmission, leading to 

generational gaps (Hoppers, 2020). 

Education is necessary to bridge this divide 
by providing spaces where indigenous and 

modern systems can coexist. Schools and 

universities in Africa increasingly recognize 

the value of including indigenous 
languages, farming techniques, herbal 

medicines, and cultural practices in their 

curricula (Blose & Gumbo, 2024; Mkhize & 
Ndimande-Hlongwa, 2014). 

By formally integrating indigenous 

knowledge into education, young people 
can appreciate the wisdom embedded in 

their heritage. For instance, teaching 

traditional agricultural practices alongside 

modern agronomy can help students see 
how sustainable food production was 

achieved for centuries. Such integration 

validates indigenous systems and reinforces 
a sense of pride and identity among African 

youths (Tondi, 2019). Education also 
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ensures that indigenous knowledge does not 

remain isolated within rural communities 
but becomes accessible to wider 

populations, creating opportunities for 

adaptation and innovation (Hoppers & 

Richards, 2022). 

 

Innovative educational programs and 

methods 

Beyond traditional classrooms, innovative 

educational programs have become vital in 

transmitting indigenous knowledge. 
Community workshops, for example, bring 

together elders and youths in interactive 

settings where storytelling, demonstrations, 

and hands-on experiences create memorable 
learning. In northern Nigeria, community-

based learning initiatives have been used to 

teach young farmers about water 
conservation methods that combine 

traditional irrigation knowledge with 

modern technology (Ojong & Simba, 2019). 

In today's world, social media has emerged 

as a powerful tool for awareness. Platforms 

like TikTok, YouTube, and Instagram allow 

young Africans to creatively share stories, 
tutorials, and cultural practices with global 

audiences. For example, short videos on 

indigenous recipes, herbal remedies, or 
sustainable farming techniques can reach 

thousands of viewers, many of whom may 

never encounter such practices in formal 

settings (UNECA, 2020). By leveraging 
these methods, young people are turning 

indigenous knowledge into something 

relatable, modern, and aspirational. 

Youth participation in educational policy-

making 
For indigenous knowledge to gain 
legitimacy within educational systems, 

youth voices must be represented in 

policymaking. Too often, young people are 

seen only as recipients of education rather 
than as active participants in shaping its 

content (Orsini, 2022). Youth councils, 

student associations, and advocacy groups 

are increasingly demanding curricula that 

reflect local realities and cultural heritage 
(Ismail et al., 2022). 

In countries like Uganda and Ghana, young 

activists have been instrumental in lobbying 

for the inclusion of indigenous languages in 
school programs. Others have pushed for 

agricultural education that incorporates 

traditional crops and farming systems 
instead of focusing solely on imported 

models (Akinwale, 2020). Such advocacy 

ensures that education policies are not 
detached from the lived realities of African 

communities. 

Educational awareness raising is important 

to ensuring that indigenous knowledge 
remains a living, evolving system that 

contributes to Africa's development. From 

formal curricula to community workshops, 
from social media to digital archives, 

multiple pathways exist for connecting 

young people with the wisdom of their 
ancestors. Technology offers powerful tools 

to amplify indigenous youth practices, 

while youth participation in policy making 

ensures that education systems remain 
culturally relevant. Ultimately, the 

integration of indigenous knowledge into 

education strengthens identity, promotes 
sustainability, and empowers African 

youths to shape their futures with pride and 

resilience (Hoppers, 2020). 

Policy framework and support for youth 

engagement 

In recent years, policy frameworks across 

Africa have increasingly acknowledged the 
importance of youth empowerment and the 

preservation of indigenous knowledge. 

Governments, regional bodies, and 
international organizations have introduced 

initiatives aimed at creating spaces for youth 

participation in sustainable development. 

For instance, the African Union's Agenda 
2063 emphasizes the central role of young 

people in achieving a prosperous and 

inclusive future, also calling for the 
recognition of Africa's rich indigenous 
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heritage as a foundation for innovation 

(UNECA, 2020). Similarly, national youth 
policies in countries like Nigeria, Kenya, 

and South Africa outline support 

mechanisms such as funding for youth-led 

initiatives, vocational training programs, 
and agricultural grants, which often 

intersect with indigenous practices 

(Akinwale, 2020). 

Despite these advancements, existing 

frameworks often remain fragmented or 

underfunded. For example, while Ethiopia’s 
national youth strategy provides broad 

aspirations for engaging young people in 

cultural preservation, it lacks specific 

implementation mechanisms for integrating 
indigenous knowledge into development 

sectors (Nhemachena et al., 2018). In 

contrast, Rwanda’s approach demonstrates 
a more integrated model, where its Vision 

2020 and subsequent youth policies have 

explicitly linked indigenous knowledge, 
such as traditional agricultural practices and 

community-based Ubudehe problem-

solving, with national development goals, 

supported by dedicated funding and 
institutional coordination. This comparison 

highlights how many policies lack clear 

strategies for integrating indigenous 
knowledge into mainstream development 

processes (Mkandawire, 2015). 

Additionally, youths' voices are sometimes 

included only symbolically, without 
granting them meaningful decision-making 

power (Borojević et al., 2023). To address 

this, stronger partnerships between 
governments, civil society organizations, 

and traditional leaders are required. NGOs 

have been particularly effective in bridging 
this gap by supporting community-driven 

projects, funding youth groups, and 

amplifying indigenous knowledge through 

advocacy (Ojong & Simba, 2019). 
Ultimately, creating coherent, well-funded, 

and inclusive policy frameworks will ensure 

that African youths have the tools and 
institutional backing to transform 

indigenous knowledge into practical 

solutions for sustainable development. 

Challenges and barriers to effective youth 

engagement 

While the potential of African youths is 

vast, they face a number of challenges that 

hinder their effective engagement with 

indigenous knowledge. Social and cultural 
barriers often discourage young people from 

embracing traditional practices. In many 

communities, indigenous knowledge is 
viewed as outdated or inferior compared to 

Western models of education and 

technology (Hoppers & Richards, 2022). 
This perception can create generational 

divides, where elders guard knowledge but 

youth remain uninterested or skeptical of its 

value (Mapara, 2021). 

Economic barriers also play a significant 

role. High levels of unemployment and 

limited access to capital restrict the ability 
of young people to invest in indigenous-

based enterprises, such as sustainable 

agriculture or cultural industries 
(Nhemachena et al., 2018). Even when 

opportunities exist, the lack of 

infrastructure, such as poor access to 

markets or weak digital connectivity, 
prevents youth-led initiatives from scaling 

effectively (UNECA, 2020). 

The forces of globalization and urbanization 
further complicate this picture. Rapid urban 

growth often distances young Africans from 

their cultural roots, leading to the erosion of 

local languages and traditions. Global 
cultural influences also prioritize 

consumerism and technology-driven 

lifestyles, reducing the visibility of 
indigenous practices (Nyamnjoh, 2017). 

At the policy level, indigenous knowledge 

continues to be marginalized. Many 
governments prioritize modern science and 

industrial strategies over community-based 

approaches, resulting in indigenous 

practices being excluded from official 
development plans (Mkandawire, 2015). 

This not only undermines traditional 

knowledge systems but also weakens the 
potential of youths who might otherwise 
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champion it. Overcoming these barriers 

requires a deliberate effort to reframe 
indigenous knowledge as a valuable 

resource for innovation, not as remnants of 

the past (Tondi, 2019). 

 

 

FUTURE DIRECTIONS AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Empowering African youth 

Empowering young Africans begins with 
skills training and access to resources. 

Targeted programs that equip youths with 

both traditional and modern competencies 

can unlock new opportunities in agriculture, 
environmental management, and cultural 

industries (Blose & Gumbo, 2024). Access 

to financial resources through microgrants, 
community savings groups, and impact 

investment funds will also ensure that 

youth-led indigenous projects are viable and 
sustainable (Ojong & Simba, 2019). 

Building a network and coalition 

To maximize impact, African youths must 

be encouraged to build networks and 
coalitions that facilitate knowledge sharing 

across communities and borders. Platforms 

such as youth associations, digital forums, 
and regional alliances can foster 

collaboration, amplify local voices, and 

accelerate the spread of best practices 

(Borojević et al., 2023). Networks also 
provide resilience by ensuring that 

indigenous knowledge is not siloed within 

specific communities but becomes part of a 
broader African and even global dialogue 

(UNECA, 2020). 

Promoting intergenerational dialogue 

Another important recommendation is 

institutionalizing intergenerational 

dialogue. Elders hold vast repositories of 

indigenous knowledge, while youths bring 

creativity, energy, and digital skills 

(Hoppers, 2020). When these two groups 
collaborate, indigenous knowledge can be 

documented, preserved, and reimagined for 

modern challenges. Programs that bring 

youths and elders together, whether through 
mentorship schemes, storytelling sessions, 

or cultural festivals, will ensure that 

knowledge transmission is both authentic 
and innovative (Mapara, 2021). 

Intergenerational dialogue can help bridge 

cultural gaps that globalization often 
widens. Many African youth are more 

exposed to Western knowledge systems 

through formal education and media, which 

can sometimes distance them from their 
traditions. Creating deliberative spaces 

where elders explain the relevance of age-

old practices and where youths reinterpret 
these practices in light of current realities 

brings about mutual respect and continuity 

(Nyamnjoh, 2017). For example, 
indigenous agricultural methods such as 

mixed cropping or water harvesting can be 

taught by elders and then refined with 

modern climate-smart techniques 
introduced by younger generations. This 

form of knowledge co-production 

strengthens community resilience and 
promotes sustainable practices. 

Furthermore, more institutionalized 

intergenerational programs in schools, 

universities, and community organizations 
can ensure that these exchanges go beyond 

occasional events and become part of 

Africa's long-term development culture 
(Ajani & Olanrewaju, 2019). 

Future research and implications 

Moving forward, there is a need for further 
research into how indigenous knowledge 

systems can be integrated with modern 

science and policy (Hoppers & Richards, 

2022). Studies that measure the economic 
impact of youth-led indigenous projects, 

assess their scalability, and evaluate their 

role in achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) would provide 

critical evidence for policymakers (Orsini, 
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2022). Additionally, research should 

explore how digital technology can be 
harnessed to preserve oral traditions, 

expand indigenous-based education, and 

connect African youths with global 

sustainability movements (UNECA, 2020). 

Moreover, future research should 

investigate the policy environments that 

either enable or constrain the integration of 
indigenous knowledge. For instance, 

examining how intellectual property laws 

affect the ownership and commercialization 
of traditional knowledge is important in 

protecting communities from exploitation 

(Hoppers, 2020). Research could also 

analyze how indigenous innovations in 
medicine, climate adaptation, and resource 

management can be scaled without losing 

their authenticity (Chanza & De Wit, 2016). 
An important implication is the role of 

interdisciplinary collaboration, where 

anthropologists, environmental scientists, 
economists, and political actors work 

together to generate insights (Mapara, 

2021). By producing evidence-based 

findings, such research would not only 
influence African governments but also 

strengthen Africa's voice in global debates 

on sustainability, ensuring that indigenous 
knowledge is recognized as an important 

contribution (Tondi, 2019). 

CONCLUSION 

This essay has explored the intersection of 

African youths, indigenous knowledge, and 
sustainable development, highlighting both 

the opportunities and challenges inherent in 

this relationship. From policy frameworks 
that shape youth participation to the barriers 

of marginalization, unemployment, and 

globalization, the discussion underscores 

the complexity of promoting indigenous 

knowledge in the 21st century. 

At the same time, the analysis demonstrates 

that indigenous knowledge remains a 

powerful tool for sustainable development, 

particularly when aligned with the creativity 
and energy of Africa's youthful population. 

Empowering youths with resources, 

networks, and platforms for engagement 
ensures that they can lead transformative 

initiatives across agriculture, environmental 

conservation, education, and governance. 
Intergenerational dialogue, in particular, is 

central to this process, bridging the wisdom 

of the past with the innovation of the 

present. 

Reiterating the core argument, the 

integration of indigenous knowledge into 

sustainable development is not simply about 
preserving tradition. It is about unlocking 

Africa's future potential by combining time-

tested practices with youthful innovation. 
African youths, as the continent's largest 

demographic asset, are uniquely positioned 

to be catalysts for this transformation if 

adequately supported by governments, 
NGOs, and communities, they can ensure 

that indigenous knowledge is not only 

preserved but also adapted to address 
pressing global challenges such as climate 

change, food security, and social inclusion. 

Ultimately, the path forward lies in 

recognizing indigenous knowledge as both 
heritage and resource for innovation, while 

positioning African youths at the center of 

this journey. In doing so, Africa can craft a 
development model that is sustainable and 

authentically rooted in its traditions, 

offering lessons for the world at large.  
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