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Abstract
This study examined the impact of neocolonialism on the African identity crisis and its
implications for economic independence and thought leadership. Neocolonialism,
characterized by the continued economic and cultural dominance of former colonial
powers, created persistent challenges for African nations. The theoretical framework
drew from postcolonial theory and dependency theory to analyze how neocolonial
influences hindered the development of a unified African identity and impeded
economic self-sufficiency. The research employed a systematic review methodology,
synthesizing historical and contemporary literature to understand the ways in which
neocolonialism perpetuated economic dependency and cultural fragmentation. The
findings demonstrated that the African identity crisis, driven by a clash between
traditional values and external influences, significantly affected the continent’s
economic independence and leadership capabilities. The study highlighted the
necessity for Africa to reclaim and redefine its identity through cultural revival and
policy reforms to achieve genuine economic sovereignty. By fostering thought
leadership rooted in indigenous knowledge and historical context, Africa could
navigate neocolonial challenges and enhance its role in global economic and
intellectual spheres.
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Introduction economic landscape, manifesting in
The legacy of colonialism continues to what scholars and activists have
shape Africa’s socio-political and termed "neocolonialism.” This
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phenomenon describes the indirect, yet
pervasive, influence of former colonial
powers in the economic, cultural, and
political spheres of postcolonial states,
often undermining their sovereignty
and perpetuating dependency
(Nkrumah, 1965). While formal
colonial rule may have ended, the
economic and cultural structures
established during that period persist,
leading to a complex identity crisis and
a struggle for authentic self-
determination across African nations.
The challenge of defining an African
identity that is resilient against external
pressures and genuinely reflective of
African values remains central to
addressing the continent’s quest for
economic independence and
meaningful thought leadership (Santos
& Rodriguez, 2023).

The term "neocolonialism," coined by
Kwame Nkrumah, encapsulates the
ongoing economic and political
control wielded by foreign powers and
multinational ~ corporations  over
African  resources and  policy
decisions, often with the cooperation
of local elites (Nkrumah, 1965). This
influence is  exerted through
mechanisms such as trade dependency,

debt, foreign aid, and cultural
imperialism,  which  shape the
economic strategies, policy

frameworks, and cultural orientations
of African nations. For instance,
despite  possessing vast natural
resources, African economies remain
heavily reliant on exporting raw
materials, which makes them
vulnerable  to  global  market
fluctuations and reinforces
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dependency on developed nations for
manufactured goods and technology
(Adeleke, 2021). As a result, many
African nations struggle to assert their
economic  autonomy and face
challenges in achieving sustainable
development, reflecting a neocolonial
structure that continues to impede
economic self-sufficiency (Akokpari,
2020).

A critical dimension of neocolonialism
is its impact on cultural identity, as it
leads to a crisis of identity in which
African societies find themselves
caught between traditional cultural
values and the -cultural influences
imposed by external forces. The
cultural component of neocolonialism,

often referred to as “cultural
imperialism,”  manifests  through
various mediums, including education,
media, language, and religious

practices (Bhabha, 2019).

Educational curricula in many African
countries, for example, remain heavily
influenced by Western perspectives,
promoting ideologies and values that

may  conflict with indigenous
knowledge systems and cultural
heritage. This Western-centric

approach often leads young Africans to
view their own cultural values as
inferior, which not only contributes to
an identity crisis but also undermines
efforts to build a cohesive and
autonomous cultural identity (Mazrui,
2022). Language is another significant
factor contributing to the identity crisis
in Africa. Many African countries
continue to use colonial languages,
such as English, French, and
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Portuguese, as official languages.
These languages, while facilitating
communication and participation in
global discourse, also serve as tools of
cultural domination that can distance
people from their native languages and
cultural  expressions (Chimhundu,
2020). Consequently, younger
generations may experience a cultural
disconnect from their heritage, which
complicates efforts to forge a unified

African  identity and  presents
challenges in fostering thought
leadership grounded in indigenous

perspectives (Mkandawire, 2023).

Economically, neocolonialism
manifests in the continued extraction
of African resources by multinational
corporations and the establishment of
economic structures that favour former
colonial powers. These structures have
given rise to what scholars describe as
"dependency theory," which posits that
the global economic system is
structured in a way that Kkeeps
developing nations dependent on
developed ones (Frank, 1967; Santos
& Rodriguez, 2023). For instance,
trade agreements often favour Western
countries, allowing them to extract raw
materials from Africa at low prices
while selling manufactured goods at
significantly  higher prices. This
system discourages industrialization
and innovation within  African
economies and creates an economic
model in which African nations are
forced to rely on foreign aid and loans
(Rodney, 1972).

Debt dependency further exemplifies
the economic grip that neocolonialism
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exerts over African nations. Many
African countries are burdened with
significant external debt, which limits
their financial sovereignty and often
compels them to adhere to economic
policies dictated by international
financial institutions, such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the World Bank. These policies,
designed to favour the interests of
lending nations, often impose austerity
measures that hinder economic growth
and stifle public spending on critical
sectors like healthcare, education, and
infrastructure (Mkandawire, 2023).
Consequently, this dependency model
perpetuates a cycle of poverty and
limits African nations' ability to
develop autonomous and resilient
economies (Adeleke, 2021).

The  struggle  for economic
independence and self-determination
extends beyond resource management
to the intellectual and cultural
domains, where African nations are
increasingly seeking to assert thought
leadership. Thought leadership, in this
context, refers to the ability of African
thinkers, policymakers, and
institutions to shape global narratives,
policies, and innovations in ways that
are reflective of African values and
priorities (Okafor, 2022). However,
neocolonial cultural influences can
constrain  the  development  of
indigenous thought leadership by
imposing Eurocentric ideals as the
standard for intellectual discourse and
innovation.

African scholars and institutions are
often  marginalized in  global
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knowledge production systems, with
Western institutions and publishers
serving as gatekeepers of knowledge.
This  unequal  distribution  of
intellectual influence restricts the
ability of African voices to contribute
meaningfully to global debates and
reinforces the perception of Africa as a
passive participant in the global
intellectual arena (Chowdhry & Nair,
2021). This situation not only
undermines the intellectual autonomy
of African nations but also deprives the
global  community of diverse
perspectives and insights that could
enrich policy and academic discourse
on issues relevant to Africa and the
broader global community.

Despite the end of formal colonial rule,
African nations continue to grapple
with the ramifications of
neocolonialism, which manifests in
economic  dependency, cultural
disorientation, and limited thought
leadership. The ongoing influence of
former  colonial powers  and
multinational corporations presents a
barrier to the development of a
cohesive African identity, economic
self-sufficiency, and intellectual
autonomy. This identity crisis, coupled
with economic dependency, inhibits
Africa’s ability to establish itself as a
leader in global economic and
intellectual arenas. This study is
justified by the need to understand the
mechanisms through which
neocolonialism  sustains  Africa's
dependency and identity crisis.

By analyzing the intersection of
neocolonialism, African identity, and
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economic independence, this research
seeks to contribute to the discourse on
how Africa can reclaim its identity,
foster indigenous thought leadership,

and achieve genuine economic
sovereignty. Furthermore, by
identifying strategies to counter

neocolonial influences, this study aims
to provide a roadmap for African
policymakers, academics, and citizens
to pursue an agenda of cultural revival
and economic autonomy, ensuring a
more prominent and independent role
for Africa in global discourse and
development.

Conceptual Review

In analysing the issues facing African
nations today, it is essential to explore
the conceptual frameworks that shed
light on these challenges. This review
examines key concepts that underpin
Africa’s ongoing struggles with
dependency and identity, specifically
through the lenses of neocolonialism,
economic  dependency, cultural
imperialism, thought leadership, and
economic independence.

Neocolonialism

Neocolonialism refers to the indirect
control that developed nations,
particularly former colonial powers,
continue to exert over the political,
economic, and cultural spheres of
postcolonial nations. The concept was
popularized by Kwame Nkrumah, who
argued that even after achieving formal
independence,  African  countries
remained heavily influenced by
external forces in ways that impeded
their true sovereignty (Nkrumah,
1965).  Neocolonialism  operates
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through mechanisms such as economic
aid, trade policies, and cultural
imperialism, which preserve the
dependency of African nations on their
former colonizers. Scholars argue that
neocolonialism  constrains  African
states” decision-making abilities, as
they are often compelled to align with
the economic and political interests of
more powerful nations (Mkandawire,
2023; Rodney, 1972).

This form of control is particularly
evident in economic structures where
African countries are dependent on
exporting raw  materials  while
importing  manufactured  goods,
reinforcing an imbalanced trade
relationship that perpetuates poverty
(Adeleke, 2021).  Additionally,
multinational corporations continue to
dominate African markets, exploiting
natural resources and contributing to
environmental degradation without
sufficient regulation or investment in
local economies (Akokpari, 2020).
Neocolonialism, therefore, is a central

concept in understanding  how
postcolonial nations face systemic
constraints in their pursuit of economic
independence and sustainable
development.

African Identity Crisis

The African identity crisis s

characterized by a tension between
indigenous African cultural values and
those imposed or valorized by foreign
influences, often stemming from
colonial histories. This crisis is a
significant aspect of neocolonialism,
as it disrupts the formation of a unified
African identity by imposing Western
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values and standards through
language, education, and media
(Mazrui, 2022). African identity,

historically rooted in rich and diverse
cultural traditions, has been altered by
the adoption of foreign languages as
official languages, which, while
facilitating global interaction, have
also contributed to a sense of cultural
alienation among African populations
(Chimhundu, 2020). The identity crisis
is further compounded by the Western-
centric education systems that persist
across African countries.

Many curricula prioritize Western
historical narratives and philosophical
paradigms, often at the expense of
African perspectives (Bhabha, 2019).
This cultural dissonance leads to a
diminished appreciation of indigenous
knowledge systems and weakens
efforts to foster a strong sense of
cultural pride and autonomy among
young Africans. As a result, the
African identity crisis is not merely a
cultural issue but one that has profound
implications for political unity, social
cohesion, and the continent’s ability to
assert itself on the global stage
(Mkandawire, 2023).

Economic Dependency

Economic dependency is a state in
which a nation relies on foreign
countries for economic stability,
typically through trade, aid, and
financial support. According to
dependency  theory,  developing
countries are integrated into a global
economic system in a manner that
reinforces their dependency on
developed nations, preventing them
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from achieving economic autonomy
(Frank, 1967). This dependency
manifests in Africa’s reliance on the
export of raw materials and import of
finished goods, a trade structure
established during colonial times that
continues to disadvantage African
economies (Adeleke, 2021).

The debt burden on African countries
further entrenches this economic
dependency, as many nations are
locked into a cycle of borrowing from
international  financial institutions,
which impose strict conditions on
loans. These conditions often mandate
austerity measures that hinder public
spending on essential sectors, thereby
impeding long-term economic growth
(Mkandawire,  2023).  Economic
dependency thus sustains neocolonial
influence, as African nations are
compelled to adopt economic policies
that benefit foreign investors rather
than their own populations (Akokpari,
2020).

Cultural Imperialism

Cultural imperialism is a concept that
describes the dominance of one culture
over others, often through the
influence of media, education, and
consumer products. This concept is
pertinent to understanding
neocolonialism, as it highlights how
cultural values, norms, and ideologies
from Western societies permeate and
sometimes  displace  indigenous
African cultures. Cultural imperialism
reinforces the African identity crisis by
portraying Western culture as superior,
influencing Africans to adopt Western
lifestyles and values at the expense of
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their own cultural heritage (Mazrui,
2022).

One of the primary mechanisms of
cultural imperialism is language, with
former colonial languages continuing
to dominate official discourse and
education. This phenomenon fosters a
sense of detachment from local
languages and indigenous cultural
expressions  (Chimhundu,  2020).
Additionally, media and entertainment
from  Western  countries  shape
perceptions and aspirations among
African audiences, often perpetuating
stereotypes and undervaluing African
cultural achievements (Bhabha, 2019).
Consequently, cultural imperialism is
not only a force that affects individual
identity but also a structural factor that
limits Africa’s ability to develop a
cohesive cultural identity, thereby
impacting its socio-political unity and
development (Santos & Rodriguez,
2023).

Thought Leadership

Thought leadership refers to the
influence and  authority  that
individuals or institutions hold in

shaping ideas, policies, and innovation
within a particular field. In the context
of Africa, thought leadership is crucial
for fostering intellectual independence
and promoting African perspectives on
global issues. However, neocolonial
structures and cultural imperialism
have impeded the development of
robust African thought leadership, as
Eurocentric paradigms dominate the
academic and policy discourse
(Chowdhry & Nair, 2021). African
scholars and institutions are often
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marginalized in global knowledge
production systems, which limits their
influence in shaping policy and
theoretical frameworks relevant to
African development (Okafor, 2022).

The lack of sufficient representation in
academic publishing and international
policy discussions restricts Africa’s
capacity to assert thought leadership,
ultimately hindering its potential to
contribute to global knowledge in a
meaningful way. Promoting thought
leadership that draws from indigenous
knowledge and reflects the unique
socio-cultural context of Africa is
essential for addressing the continent’s
complex challenges and redefining its
role within the global intellectual
landscape  (Mkandawire,  2023).
Thought leadership, therefore, is not
only about intellectual influence but
also about asserting Africa’s autonomy
in the production of knowledge and
policy formation.

Economic Independence

Economic independence is the ability
of a nation to support its own economy
without relying on foreign aid or
external control. For African countries,
achieving economic independence
remains an ongoing challenge, partly
due to the neocolonial structures that

sustain economic  dependency.
Economic  independence  entails
developing  domestic  industries,
diversifying trade partners, and

reducing reliance on raw material
exports, which would enable African
nations to establish a self-sustaining
economy and reduce vulnerability to
external pressures (Rodney, 1972).
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To foster economic independence,
African countries must also focus on
policy reforms that prioritize local
industries and resources. However,
due to the debt and dependency
patterns established during colonial
times, many African countries struggle
to implement such policies without
risking economic repercussions from
powerful foreign nations (Akokpari,
2020). Economic  independence,
therefore, requires a significant shift in
Africa’s economic structures, moving

away from the extractive and
dependent model towards a model that
allows for self-sufficiency and

resilience against external economic
shocks (Adeleke, 2021).

Theoretical Framework

The study adopted the dependency
theory as its foundation. Dependency
Theory, primarily developed by
Prebisch in the 1950s and later
expanded by scholars such as Frank

(1967), is a critical perspective
explaining  economic  disparities
between  wealthy, industrialised

nations and poorer, developing ones. It
argues that these inequalities are
perpetuated  through  exploitative
relationships established during the
colonial period, relationships which
continue to exert influence in
neocolonial ~ forms.  Dependency
Theory divides the world into “core”

nations, typically wealthy and
industrialised, and “periphery”
nations, often former colonies

supplying raw materials.

The core nations depend on the
periphery for affordable resources and
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labour, reinforcing economic
dependency in peripheral nations and
keeping them in a disadvantaged
position (Prebisch, 1950; Frank, 1967).
This core-periphery dynamic is central
to Dependency Theory's argument that
the global economic system is
structured to benefit wealthy nations at
the expense of developing ones
(Cardoso & Faletto, 1979). A key tenet
of Dependency Theory is the concept
of unequal exchange, which explains
how peripheral nations, such as those
in Africa, export raw materials at low
prices while importing manufactured
goods from core countries at high
prices.  This trade imbalance,
established during the colonial era,
persists in many African economies,
contributing to poverty by diverting
resources toward export-oriented
industries  rather than  meeting
domestic needs.

The process is exacerbated by
multinational corporations' extraction
of economic surplus from peripheral
countries, with profits being redirected
back to the corporations' home nations
in the core. Such structural distortions
limit investment in local industries,
infrastructure, and essential social
services, further impeding economic
autonomy. This theory’s assertion that
peripheral countries’ reliance on
foreign aid, loans, and investments
restricts their policymaking power
aligns with the current neocolonial
relationships affecting African nations,
as they often must comply with
conditions set by powerful countries or
international  financial institutions,
limiting their scope for economic self-
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determination Dos

Santos, 1970).

(Amin, 1976;

Dependency Theory closely aligns
with  this study’s focus on
neocolonialism and the African
identity crisis. The mechanisms of
economic dependency described by
the theory illuminate how external
forces continue to shape African
nations' political, economic, and
cultural landscapes. Former colonial
powers maintain dominance through
investment and trade structures,
entrenching a dependency that
complicates African nations' efforts
toward true economic independence
and self-determination.

Additionally, Dependency Theory’s
emphasis on external economic
pressures limiting autonomy resonates
with the challenges African countries
encounter in attempting to assert a
unified identity and redefine their role
in the global economy. This study
expands Dependency Theory by
incorporating the dimension of cultural
fragmentation, a factor largely implied
but not directly addressed in the
original theory, which complicates
African development further by
undermining unity and self-sufficiency
in identity and leadership
(Mkandawire, 2023; Rodney, 1972).

Dependency Theory offers significant
strengths as a framework for
understanding the root causes of
economic inequality and the influences
of neocolonialism. Its structural
analysis links historical colonial
structures to contemporary global
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economic relations, shedding light on
why  certain  regions  remain
underdeveloped while others prosper.
By emphasising the historical and
systemic roots of inequality, the theory
stresses the importance of examining
both past and present dynamics to
address the systemic constraints faced
by peripheral countries. In highlighting
the exploitative nature of international
trade relationships,  Dependency
Theory provides a foundation for
advocating policy changes aimed at
reducing dependency on foreign
nations, such as promoting local
industries, fostering regional
cooperation, and developing trade
policies that prioritise domestic
economies (Dos Santos, 1970;
Emmanuel, 1972).

Despite its strengths, Dependency
Theory has faced criticism for its
deterministic perspective, suggesting
that developing countries are locked
into a cycle of dependency from which
they cannot easily escape. Critics
argue that the theory downplays the
role of internal factors, such as
governance issues, corruption, and
domestic policy choices, which may
also play significant roles in economic
stagnation and underdevelopment.
Additionally, the theory’s limited
focus on the agency of developing
countries has been criticised for
portraying peripheral nations as
passive actors rather than as active
participants capable of negotiating
with foreign powers and initiating self-
driven development (Evans, 1979).

Furthermore, Dependency Theory has
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been described as more diagnostic than
prescriptive, providing a critical
analysis of global inequality but
offering few specific strategies for
overcoming dependency (Kay, 1989).
In conclusion, Dependency Theory
remains a powerful framework for
examining the structural forces that
underpin neocolonial dynamics in
African nations.

Methodology

This study adopted a qualitative
research approach, grounded in a
systematic  review of  existing
literature. The primary aim was to
synthesise knowledge on the influence
of neocolonialism on the African
identity crisis, economic
independence, and thought leadership.
A qualitative approach allowed for an
in-depth  exploration of complex
themes, perspectives, and cultural
dynamics, making it well-suited for
understanding how historical and
ongoing  neocolonial influences
impacted  African  socio-economic
structures and identity formation. This
approach was particularly
advantageous as it facilitated a
comprehensive analysis of thematic
patterns, contextual factors, and
critical viewpoints that enriched the
research findings.

Search Strategy

The search strategy was designed to
capture a wide range of scholarly
sources relevant to the study’s
objectives. Searches were conducted
across multiple academic databases,
including JSTOR, Google Scholar, and
ProQuest, using keywords such as
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“neocolonialism in Africa,” “African
identity crisis,” “economic
dependency,” and  “postcolonial
leadership.” Boolean operators (AND,
OR) were employed to refine searches,
ensuring that retrieved materials
included varied perspectives and
recent findings. Additionally,
reference lists of selected articles were
reviewed to identify further sources
that could provide valuable insights
into neocolonial dynamics.

Sources of Data

Data were gathered from a variety of
scholarly sources, including peer-
reviewed journal articles, books,
government reports, and policy briefs,
spanning the fields of economics,
sociology, cultural studies, and
political science. Special emphasis was
placed on recent publications, ensuring
that the analysis incorporated up-to-
date perspectives on the impact of
neocolonialism. Historical sources
were also included to trace the
development of key themes over time,
providing a  foundation for
understanding how past colonial
relationships continue to affect African
nations today.

Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria

To ensure the relevance and quality of
the data, specific inclusion and
exclusion criteria were applied.
Sources included had to be published
within the last twenty years unless they
were seminal works critical to
understanding the study’s theoretical
foundation.  Studies focusing on
neocolonialism,  African identity,
economic dependency, and thought
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leadership were prioritised, while
sources primarily discussing non-
African contexts were excluded unless
they offered comparative insights.
Non-peer-reviewed sources, opinion
pieces, and media articles were
excluded to maintain the academic
rigor of the review.

Data Preparation and Analysis

The data preparation process involved
organising and categorising the
selected literature according to
thematic relevance, including identity,
economic dependency, and leadership.
A data extraction sheet was developed
to record essential details such as
author, year, findings, and theoretical
contributions, ensuring a structured
approach to synthesis. A thematic
analysis was then conducted to identify
recurring themes and patterns across
the literature. Key findings were
collated, analysed, and critically
compared, allowing for a coherent
narrative that captured the
multifaceted impact of neocolonialism
on African identity and socio-
economic structures. The findings
were subsequently interpreted in light
of the study's theoretical framework,
drawing connections between
identified themes and the broader
implications for Africa's development.

Findings

This systematic review synthesised
existing literature to explore the impact
of neocolonialism on the African
identity crisis and its implications for
economic independence and thought
leadership. The major objectives
addressed included (1) understanding
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how neocolonialism shapes African
identity, (2) examining its effect on
economic independence, and (3)
analysing its influence on African
thought leadership. This section
presents the findings organised around
these objectives, based on themes that
emerged from the data, highlighting
how historical and modern neocolonial
structures continue to shape Africa's
socio-economic and cultural
landscape.

Neocolonialism and the African
Identity Crisis

One of the most critical themes in
literature on neocolonialism is its
pervasive impact on the African
identity crisis. The term “identity
crisis" refers to a state of confusion or
conflict in forming a coherent self-
image, often fuelled by external
pressures and conflicting values
(Mazrui, 2005). Scholars have argued
that  neocolonialism  perpetuates
cultural disorientation by sustaining
Western cultural dominance within
African societies (Wa Thiong'o, 1986;
Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2018).

This dominance manifests through
language, education systems, and
popular media, where Western values
and lifestyles frequently overshadow
African traditions and perspectives.
Ngiigi wa Thiong’o (1986), for
instance, described how colonial
languages, which were imposed during
colonisation and continue to be used in
postcolonial ~ governance,  erode
African linguistic diversity and push
African identity into a Westernised
framework. The prioritisation of
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European languages in education and
official communication acts as a
barrier to cultural expression, fostering
what Oloruntoba and Falola (2018)
call “cultural amnesia” as younger
generations grow disconnected from
their indigenous heritage

The use of colonial languages not only
limits the expression of African values
but also redefines identity within a
Western-dominated sphere, leading to
identity fragmentation. Wa Thiong’o
(1986) explains that language shapes
our worldview, so the adoption of
colonial languages shapes African
perspectives through a Eurocentric
lens. African children educated in
European languages often learn
Western histories and philosophies,
which can marginalise local histories
and traditional knowledge systems.
This disconnects from indigenous
languages and cultural practices
restricts Africans’ sense of identity,
leading many to view their heritage as
secondary to Western ideals. The
result is a deep cultural rift in African
societies, particularly visible among
younger generations raised in a
predominantly Westernised education
system.

Another key dimension of this identity
crisis is the internalisation of Western
ideals as symbols of progress and
modernity. This cultural shift has led to
a widespread acceptance of Western
economic, social, and cultural models,
often at the expense of traditional
African values and systems (Mazrui,
2005). African modernity, framed
through Western standards,
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encourages many African elites to
adopt Eurocentric perspectives on
governance and societal organisation.
Ndlovu-Gatsheni (2018) argues that
African elites have, over time, become
“Westernised” in ideology but African
in identity, a duality that fosters
significant tension within African
societies.

This alignment with Western ideals
has created a class of Africans who
pursue Western lifestyles, standards,
and aspirations, often creating a
perceived hierarchy of values that
places African traditions in a
secondary position. Consequently,
African societies witness identity
conflicts across generations, socio-
economic classes, and ethnic groups,
as individuals and communities debate
the merits of traditional practices
versus modern, often Western,
standards.

Literature indicates that these divisions
are particularly evident in debates over
educational curricula, fashion,
governance structures, and social
conduct,  contributing to  an
increasingly  fragmented  African
identity (Oloruntoba & Falola, 2018).
Educational institutions, for instance,
frequently teach Western philosophies
and sciences over indigenous
knowledge, which reinforces Western
dominance and narrows the perception
of what is valuable knowledge in
African societies. Similarly, Western
fashion and lifestyles, often promoted
in African media, are widely adopted,
especially by urban youth, creating a
divide between wurban and rural
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communities where traditional
customs are more preserved. This
dichotomy in identity, where African
values are juxtaposed with Western
ideals, breeds conflicts, such as
generational tensions where younger
Africans may favour Westernised
ways of living, while older generations
adhere to cultural traditions.

Furthermore, the African identity crisis
is exacerbated by neocolonialism’s
impact on social cohesion and nation-
building. African societies, many of
which have histories marked by
colonial exploitation, continue to
experience internal conflicts fuelled by
ethnic and religious diversity, which
colonial rule often exacerbated. Fanon
(1963) observed that colonial powers’
“divide and rule” strategy led to
artificial borders and divisions within
African countries, fostering identity
struggles that now challenge national
unity and socio-political stability. This
colonial legacy has resulted in
boundaries that do not reflect
indigenous cultural groupings, leading
to identity  struggles  within
postcolonial African states. This
division has, in turn, contributed to
ongoing tensions and conflicts that
obstruct nation-building efforts, as
communities may prioritise ethnic or
religious identities over a unified
national identity.

In conclusion, this literature review
finds that the African identity crisis,
perpetuated by neocolonial influences,
poses a formidable challenge to
cultural  cohesion and identity
formation in postcolonial Africa.
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Western  cultural dominance in
education, media, and governance has
resulted in a fragmented sense of
identity where African traditions are
often overshadowed by Western
ideals. This crisis not only affects
individual identity but also impedes
national unity and social cohesion.
Scholars argue that addressing these
issues requires a revival of indigenous
knowledge systems, increased
representation of African voices in
media, and educational reforms that
integrate African histories, values, and
languages (Oloruntoba & Falola, 2018;
Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2018). Such efforts
could lay the foundation for a cohesive
African identity that is both modern
and rooted in its rich cultural heritage,
fostering a sense of pride and unity
within African societies.
Neocolonialism and  Economic
Independence

This literature review underscores the
enduring impact of neocolonialism on
African  economic  independence,
highlighting the persistence of colonial
economic structures that have been
sustained through neocolonial
mechanisms. Dependency Theory,
initially developed by Prebisch (1950)
and expanded upon by Frank (1967),
provides a critical framework for

understanding ~ these  structures,
especially in relation to unequal
exchange. Within this paradigm,

African nations are positioned as
suppliers of raw materials to
industrialised countries, often former
colonial powers, which in turn export
expensive manufactured goods to
Africa. This trade imbalance fosters
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economic  dependency, limiting
Africa’s economic sovereignty and
capacity for self-sustained growth
(Amin, 1976; Bond, 2021).

A key element in this dependency
dynamic is the influence of
multinational corporations (MNCs),
which dominate resource-rich African
economies by extracting valuable
natural resources, such as oil, minerals,
and agricultural products, for export.
Scholarly literature identifies MNCs as
key instruments of neocolonialism,
given their substantial control over
Africa’s resources and the pattern of
repatriating profits to their home
countries rather than reinvesting in
African economies (Rodney, 1972;
Mkandawire, 2023; Zeleza, 2019).
Rodney’s seminal work (1972)
illustrates how, despite  formal
decolonisation, African nations remain
economically subordinated to foreign
interests, largely due to the pervasive
presence of MNCs. This outflow of
capital stunts economic growth and
limits the continent’s ability to
diversify its economies, often leaving
African nations overly reliant on
single-resource exports, which are

vulnerable to  global  market
fluctuations (Bond, 2021;
Mkandawire, 2023).

This review highlights that the

dependence on resource extraction,
without sufficient reinvestment in
local infrastructure or human capital,
perpetuates a cycle of poverty.
Mkandawire (2023) argues that this
structure, where the majority of profits
are diverted outside the continent,
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critically weakens African economies
and reduces their capacity for self-
sufficiency. Studies by Zeleza (2019)
further emphasise that African nations
continue to suffer from “resource
curses,” whereby their economic
growth is hampered by external
exploitation of natural resources,
which does not translate into societal
benefits, such as job creation,
infrastructure development, or social
welfare programs. This has raised
critical questions about the efficacy of
foreign investment models that
prioritise profit ~ for  external
shareholders over local development.

Another  significant  aspect  of
neocolonial influence is African
nations’ dependency on foreign loans
and aid, which are frequently
accompanied by restrictive conditions.
Scholars have argued that loans from
international  financial institutions,
such as the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, have
exacerbated economic dependence
through the imposition of Structural
Adjustment Programs (SAPSs) in the
late 20th century (Bond, 2021,
Mkandawire, 2023; Nkrumah, 1965).

These SAPs typically mandate
neoliberal  policies that require
countries to reduce government

spending, privatise public assets, and
open markets to foreign competition.
While these policies are justified by
proponents as essential for
development and economic stability,
they often prioritise external investors’
interests over local welfare and
contribute to long-term economic
challenges, such as underfunded
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and
2023;

healthcare, education,
infrastructure  (Mkandawire,
Matunhu, 2022).

Evidence in the literature supports the
argument that SAPs have had negative
social and economic impacts on
African countries. For instance, Bond
(2021) found that SAPs led to an
increase in poverty and inequality, as
governments were pressured to cut
spending on essential services to meet
debt repayment obligations. This shift
has left many African countries with
limited resources to invest in critical
areas of development, contributing to a
reliance on foreign aid and investment
that reinforces economic dependency.
Matunhu (2022) further adds that the
focus on debt repayment has diverted
attention from long-term investments

in sectors like education and
healthcare, which are vital for
sustainable development and
economic self-reliance. This
prioritisation of debt servicing over
public  services is particularly

damaging, as it limits the capacity of
African countries to build a skilled
workforce and develop infrastructure
that could reduce their reliance on
foreign support.

Moreover, the dependency fostered by
foreign loans and investments curtails
the policymaking autonomy of African
nations, limiting their ability to
implement economic policies that
reflect local needs and priorities. Bond
(2021) and Mazrui (2005) argue that
true economic independence requires a
reorientation of Africa’s economic
policies toward self-sufficiency and
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resilience. This would involve
promoting local industries and
reducing dependency on Western
economies by fostering regional
economic partnerships. Such

partnerships could strengthen intra-
African trade, allowing African
nations to benefit from collective
resources and markets, rather than
relying on asymmetrical relationships
with former colonial powers (Mazrui,
2005; Zeleza, 2019). For instance, the
African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) represents a contemporary
effort to enhance regional trade and
reduce external dependencies, aligning
with Dependency Theory’s call for
economic structures that promote local
empowerment over external reliance
(African Union Commission, 2020).

The literature also highlights those
neocolonial economic relationships
persist partly because of an entrenched
power imbalance that influences trade
and investment policies. Many African
leaders, especially in post-
independence years, faced pressure to
adopt policies favourable to Western
economies, which undermined
attempts at achieving economic self-
sufficiency. Nkrumah (1965) and
Amin (1976) have argued that
neocolonialism sustains this power
imbalance by fostering elite political
alliances that align with foreign
interests rather than with local
development goals. This phenomenon
has led to policy environments that are
more conducive to foreign investors
than to the local populations they are
meant to serve, with policies often
facilitating resource extraction and
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profit  repatriation  instead  of
encouraging domestic
entrepreneurship  and  innovation

(Mkandawire, 2023; Matunhu, 2022).

In conclusion, this literature review

reveals that neocolonialism
significantly impedes African
economic independence by

maintaining structures of dependency
established during colonial rule.
Multinational corporations, backed by
favourable trade agreements and a lack
of reinvestment in local economies,
play a central role in this dependency.
Additionally, international financial
institutions and foreign governments
exert influence through conditional
loans and aid that prioritise neoliberal
reforms, often to the detriment of local
social welfare and  economic
autonomy. Addressing these
challenges, as suggested by scholars,
requires policies focused on self-
sufficiency, the promotion of regional
cooperation, and the protection of local
industries, which would enable
African nations to break free from
cycles of dependency and foster true
economic independence.

Neocolonialism and  Thought
Leadership

The final objective of this study was to
examine the influence of

neocolonialism on African thought
leadership, which refers to Africa’s
intellectual and cultural influence on
the global stage. Thought leadership
extends beyond academia to
encompass all areas of cultural,
scientific, and intellectual production
where African perspectives could
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make significant contributions to
global discourse. However, findings
indicate that neocolonialism
perpetuates Western cultural
dominance, restricting the
development of indigenous African
knowledge systems and limiting
Africa’s role in shaping global
intellectual paradigms. One critical
aspect identified in the literature is the
Eurocentric structure of educational
systems across much of Africa.
Education, historically an instrument
of colonial rule, continues to reflect
Western  ideologies  through its
curricula and methodologies. In many
African countries, educational systems

prioritise ~ Western  philosophies,
histories, and  sciences,  often
relegating indigenous African

knowledge to marginal status (Mazrui,
2005; wa Thiong'o, 1986).

This marginalisation of African
intellectual traditions results in an
over-reliance on Western theories and
perspectives, which may not fully
address or even adequately capture
local challenges, needs, and
worldviews. For example, wa
Thiong’o (1986) argued that the
imposition of European languages,
both as the primary language of
instruction and as the accepted
medium for intellectual expression,
has alienated Africans from their
cultural roots and created a system
where knowledge is accessed and
validated through a Western lens.

The implications of this Eurocentric
dominance extend into the
development of academic scholarship.
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African scholars encounter significant
structural barriers to producing and
disseminating research that reflects
indigenous  African knowledge
systems. Systemic issues like limited
access to research funding, restrictive
publishing  channels, and an
overemphasis on conforming to
Western standards inhibit their ability
to contribute to global knowledge
(Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2018). Many
African researchers rely on funding

from Western institutions, whose
priorities often dictate research
agendas and methodologies,

effectively restricting the scope of
inquiry to topics that align with
external interests.

This reliance not only stifles the
production of uniquely African
scholarship but also places African
researchers in a position of
dependence, echoing the dynamics of
economic dependency observed in

neocolonial relationships.
Consequently, the dominance of
Western academic standards and

methodologies exerts a significant
influence over knowledge production,
as African scholars are frequently
required to adhere to frameworks that
may not capture local contexts or
respect indigenous epistemologies
(Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2018; wa Thiong’o,
1986).

These constraints on academic
autonomy are a significant barrier to
intellectual sovereignty, a condition
that would enable African thinkers to
set their own research priorities,
methodologies, and standards. For
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Africa to  assert intellectual
sovereignty, scholars like Ndlovu-
Gatsheni (2018) argue that African
universities and research institutions
must foster indigenous knowledge
production by prioritising African
epistemologies and developing a
curriculum that reflects the continent's
unique histories and aspirations. A
paradigm shift that values African
perspectives would not only empower
African scholars but also contribute to
global knowledge by offering new
frameworks for understanding issues
related to health, governance,
development, and culture. For
instance, applying African indigenous
knowledge in environmental science
or conflict resolution could enrich the
field with alternative approaches
grounded in community and ecological
harmony, providing valuable lessons
applicable in other parts of the world.

Furthermore, neocolonialism’s impact
on media and cultural production
restricts Africa's ability to influence
global narratives, which is crucial for
thought leadership. Media is a
powerful tool for shaping public
perception and influencing global
discourse, yet Western media outlets
continue to dominate both the
portrayal and dissemination of African
news and culture. These outlets often
perpetuate stereotypes that depict
Africa as a continent plagued by
poverty, disease, and conflict,
reinforcing a narrative of dependence
and underdevelopment (Nkrumah,
1965; Mazrui, 2005). By casting
African countries as recipients of aid
and intervention rather than as
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contributors to global solutions, this
portrayal limits Africa’s ability to
shape its narrative and present an
authentic image to the world. As a
result, the continent's intellectual
contributions are often marginalised or
ignored, leaving African thought
leaders struggling to assert Africa's
voice in international discourse.

The marginalisation of African
narratives is also evident in the global
entertainment industry, where Western
cultural products dominate, further
shaping perceptions of Africa. Western
media and entertainment industries
frequently depict African characters
and settings through a lens that
reinforces neocolonial stereotypes,
portraying Africa as either an exotic,
untamed landscape or as a land of
crisis. This portrayal undermines the
intellectual and cultural sovereignty of
African nations by positioning them as
passive subjects within a Western
narrative framework, reinforcing ideas
of African inferiority (Oloruntoba &
Falola, 2018).

Furthermore, it reduces Africa’s ability
to showcase its cultural richness and
intellectual depth on the world stage,
limiting the space available for African
artists, filmmakers, and writers to
present alternative perspectives that
could challenge these prevailing
stereotypes. Moreover, the lack of
African representation in global
institutions  further  limits  the
continent’s ability to influence thought
leadership. African perspectives are
often underrepresented in international
organisations, scientific bodies, and
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global decision-making platforms,
which diminishes the continent’s
ability to contribute to solutions for
global challenges such as climate
change, global health, and
international security. Scholars argue
that increasing African representation
in these institutions is crucial for
integrating African perspectives into
the global knowledge pool and for
ensuring that African countries have a
say in issues that impact their
populations directly (Mazrui, 2005;
Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2018).

Collectively, these findings reveal that
neocolonialism's impact on African
thought leadership is multifaceted,
affecting the continent’s intellectual
autonomy, cultural representation, and
capacity for self-definition. The
preservation of Western cultural
dominance through education, media,
and global institutions perpetuates a
dependency that stymies Africa's
intellectual contributions on the world
stage. Addressing these challenges will
require a commitment to reclaiming
intellectual sovereignty, promoting
indigenous knowledge systems, and
developing African cultural industries
that can assert an authentic narrative.
By fostering these elements of thought
leadership, African nations can work
towards establishing a space within the
global discourse where African voices
are heard and respected, ultimately
enhancing the continent's role in
shaping global perspectives.

Summary of Findings
The findings of this review reveal that
neocolonialism profoundly affects
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African identity, economic
independence, and thought leadership.
Key points include:

1. African Identity Crisis:
Neocolonialism contributes to a
fragmented African identity, as
Western cultural dominance in
education, media, and governance
overshadows indigenous
traditions and values. The
internalisation of Western ideals
creates conflicts within African
societies, leading to generational
and socio-economic divisions.

2. Economic Independence:
Neocolonial structures perpetuate
economic  dependency, with
multinational corporations and
foreign loans reinforcing unequal
economic relationships.
Dependency on resource
extraction and foreign aid limits
African nations’ capacity for self-
sustained growth and policy
autonomy, hindering efforts to

achieve true economic
independence.
3. Thought Leadership:

Neocolonialism restricts Africa's
intellectual influence on the global
stage by enforcing Eurocentric

educational systems and
marginalising indigenous
knowledge. This  dominance
stifles the production of African
scholarship and limits the
representation of diverse African
perspectives in media,

undermining Africa’s potential for
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meaningful participation in global

discourse.
Conclusion
The study has examined the
implications of neocolonialism on
Africa's identity, economic
independence, and potential for
thought  leadership.  Neocolonial

influences, persisting through cultural
dominance, economic dependency,
and restrictive international policies,
have continuously shaped the African
continent’s trajectory in ways that
hinder genuine autonomy and self-
expression. The African identity crisis,
rooted in the lasting effects of colonial-
era interventions and sustained by a
prioritisation of Western ideologies,
continues to disrupt social cohesion
and national unity.

This identity disorientation has
impacted Africa’s progress towards
self-determined economic and
intellectual sovereignty. The literature
further revealed that while
Dependency Theory provides a useful

framework to interpret Africa’s
economic  subordination,  current
neocolonial practices go beyond

traditional economic exploitation by
fostering systemic challenges across
cultural and intellectual spheres. To
mitigate these issues, it becomes
essential for Africa to foster policies
that prioritise local industries, advance
regional collaboration, and promote
educational and media reforms that
celebrate indigenous values and
perspectives. Ultimately, a reclamation
of Africa's narrative, through both
policy and cultural renaissance,
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emerges as essential to redefining its
position in the global arena and
promoting economic resilience and
intellectual independence. This study
thus offers a framework for addressing
the neocolonial structures that persist
within African societies, advocating a

reorientation  towards a  future
grounded in African knowledge,
identity, and self-determined

development.

Recommendations

The study recommends prioritising
initiatives to address the African
identity crisis as a foundational step

toward achieving cultural and
intellectual autonomy. A central
recommendation is to embrace

indigenous knowledge systems and
recognise African cultural values as
legitimate  forms  of  identity
expression. By fostering a cultural
revival that values African traditions,
languages, and philosophies, African
societies can counterbalance the
pervasive influence of Western
cultural standards. Education systems
should be reoriented to incorporate

African languages, histories, and
cultural values, strengthening
collective identity and preserving

heritage for future generations.

To further address identity concerns,
the study highlights the importance of
strengthening African media and
cultural production. Developing a
robust media landscape that reflects
African realities and aspirations can
project authentic African narratives
and values, providing an alternative to
Western-dominated  content. By
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supporting African stories, heroes, and
cultural expressions through local
media channels, the continent can
counter prevailing stereotypes and
establish a  balanced, nuanced
representation on the global stage.

In terms of economic self-sufficiency,
the study recommends that African
nations resist external economic
pressures and pursue policies that
prioritise local development.
Protecting and nurturing local
industries, alongside building
manufacturing  capacities, would
enable African countries to shift from
being primarily exporters of raw
materials to producers of finished
goods. Such economic restructuring

former colonial powers. Investments in
sectors that address domestic needs,
such as agriculture, healthcare, and
education, are essential to achieving
this economic independence and
establishing a sustainable development
path. The study also underscores the
importance of positioning Africa as a
leader in global thought by developing
strong African media and cultural
industries that promote authentic
voices and perspectives. Through
investment in these sectors, Africa can
project its narratives and assert itself in
global intellectual discourse, moving
beyond stereotypes and establishing
Africa as a vital, respected contributor
to the world's knowledge and cultural
landscapes.

would strengthen Africa’s position in

global trade and reduce dependency on
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